
Catalog Descriptions 

 
Descriptions of courses should not sound like advertisements. They are used primarily in advising 

and in transferring credits to other colleges, so they should be clear descriptions of the course 

content and be tied to the course’s learning outcomes. 

 

 

Examples of descriptions that need revised: 
 

Art Appreciation: This class is designed for the non-Art major. It includes a survey of the themes, 

materials, and processes associated with the visual arts. Students do not need to have either an 

art background or “talent” to succeed in the course. The course includes hands-on experiences, as 

well as lectures, films, small-group discussions, and trips to museums and/or galleries. 

 

Composition II: Welcome to a writing class where you are encouraged to share and to analyze 

your opinions and those of others and to develop your own style of writing. This class encourages 

clear and critical thinking, simple, concise writing, thorough research, and penetrating analysis. 

 

 

Examples of good descriptions: 
 

Adult Health Care: This course utilizes the nursing process to care for acute and chronically ill 

adults. It expands on knowledge previously obtained regarding principles of Man, Health, and the 

Environment as it affects nursing care during the adult life span.  Emphasis is placed on 

comprehensive nursing interventions needed for complex health deviations. 

 

Business Law I: This course provides an introduction to selected basic principles of law and 

related business law principles.  The course content includes an introduction to contract law, 

criminal law, tort law, constitutional law, court systems, alternative dispute resolution mechanisms, 

anti-trust law, agency law, employment law and labor law.  By the end of this course the student 

should be able to properly apply selected legal terms in given situations, determine proper types of 

dispute resolution methods to be used for given situations, and assess, using pertinent legal 

principles, selected situations for appropriate legal outcomes(s). 

 
College Algebra and Trigonometry: This course is designed to prepare those students who are 
planning on taking all or part of the calculus sequence.  Topics covered include algebraic, 
logarithmic, and exponential functions, inverse functions, sequences and series, conic sections, 
and the fundamentals of trigonometry.  This course satisfies a general education requirement in 
the Math/Science area.   
 

Creative Writing: This course introduces students to the essential elements of three creative 

writing genres: short fiction, poetry, and creative non-fiction. Students will review examples of work 

by professional writers and will produce their own creative works in each genre. Students will 

participate in workshops critiquing their classmates’ work and revise their own drafts based on peer 

and instructor feedback. The course also includes independent journaling, in-class writing 

exercises, and a comprehensive final exam covering the elements of the three genres studied.  



Good descriptions, continued: 
 

Elements of Writing: In this course, students develop writing skills and critical thinking skills in 

order to prepare them for ENG-105. Students will complete writings with an emphasis on sentence, 

paragraph, and essay development, and practice research and documentation strategies. Also 

covered in class are study skills, reading strategies, time management, job-seeking strategies, and 

oral presentations. At the end of the course, students will take the ACCUPLACER WritePlacer or 

another placement exam. In order for students to move to ENG-105, students must earn a CP or 

above in the course OR a 5+ on the WritePlacer Exam OR a 4 on the WritePlacer + ≥ 66 on the 

ACCUPLACER Reading Comprehension (which may be taken at the Testing Center). 

 

Fundamentals of Nursing in Health Care: This course introduces the art and science of 
nursing practice. Professionalism, nursing roles, critical thinking, ethical and legal concepts 
are emphasized. The concepts of the nursing process, communication, safety, 
pharmacology, the health-illness continuum and cultural diversity are introduced. Skills and 
technology utilized in the routine care of adult clients in traditional health care settings are 
presented.  
 

Introduction to Engineering Design: This course is an introduction to the elements of 

Engineering Design. Students will learn the history of design, design process, sketching and 

visualization, geometric relationships, and modeling. Elements of manufacturing production, 

marketing, analysis, and quality control will also be studied. Students will learn presentation 

techniques and develop a portfolio. 

 

Robotic Programming: This course introduces students to the terminology, movements, and the 

physical construction of robots and the applications for which they are used. Basic robot 

programming is studied, and students will also participate in hands-on programming laboratory 

activities. 

 

Statistics: This is a course in basic probability and statistics which includes the study of frequency 
distributions, measures of central tendency and dispersion, elements of statistical inference, 
regression and correlation. This course satisfies a general education requirement in the 
Math/Science area. 
 

Vision Systems: This course introduces students to sensors and cameras used to control 

industrial robots in an automated manufacturing setting.  Students will be introduced to vision 

system technology using up-to-date methods to select, identify, and install cameras, proximity 

sensors, and other solid state components.   


