


When I first saw this show on Broadway, what struck me was that it has a mix of  everything - a story line with mystery and romance, 
with comedy and drama - and a musical score that delivers with a delightful montage of  musical theatre styles. Lesa Dencklau and 
I have had a blast creating stage pictures and choreography with this material which ranges from old-fashioned production numbers to 
soulful ballads. On the spectacle side of  the equation, this show also delivers by affording our technical theatre director the opportunity 
to experiment with a completely different kind of  stage to help recreate the camp of  the 50’s Broadway musicals - it’s also a production 
where our tech crew actually shares the stage with our actors! Finally, this show has heart - alongside the humor lives deep and varied 
themes, including the age old quest for love in life and passion in work. We are incredibly excited to have secured the opportunity to 
premiere this fantastic material at the amateur and collegiate level. This is our way of  bringing Broadway home to you - so sit back, 
relax - and wait with baited breath. . .for the CURTAIN!         
       Teresa Jackson
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Lt. Frank Cioffi ................................................................Cole Steinkamp
Niki Harris ..................................................................... Tawni Langstaff
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LISTCast



The Colonial Theatre in Boston, 1959, during the out-of-town tryout of the new musical, Robbin’ Hood!

“Wide Open Spaces” ....................................................................Randy, Niki, Jessica, Bobby, Ensemble
“What Kind of  Man?” ............................................................................. Carmen, Oscar, Aaron, Georgia
“Thinking of  Him” ...............................................................................................Georgia, Aaron, Bobby
“The Women’s Dead” ..................................................................................................... Entire Company
“Show People”........................................................................................Carmen, Cioffi, Entire Company
“Coffee Shop Nights” ..................................................................................................................... Cioffi
“In the Same Boat 1” .............................................................................................Georgia, Niki, Bambi
“I Miss the Music” .........................................................................................................................Aaron
“Thataway!” ...................................................................................................Georgia, Bobby, Ensemble

oneAct

The same, much later that night

“He Did It” .................................................................................................................... Entire Company
“In the Same Boat 2” ................................................................................................Bobby, Randy, Harv
“It’s a Business ...................................................................................................... Carmen, Stagehands
“Kansasland” ....................................................................... Randy, Niki, Harv, Bobby, Bambi, Ensemble
“Thinking of  Him”/”I Miss the Music” (reprise) ...............................................................Aaron, Georgia
“A Tough Act to Follow” .........................................................................................Cioffi, Niki, Ensemble
“In the Same Boat” ....................................................................................................... Entire Company
“Wide Open Spaces” (reprise) ....................................................................................... Entire Company
“A Tough Act to Follow” (reprise) ................................................................................... Entire Company

twoAct

Curtains is a model of  backstage murder mystery plots. It begins at the Colonial Theatre stage in Boston on the opening night of  a 
new musical—a show which unfortunately features a talentless actress in the star role. When she collapses after the curtain call, 
the cast soon discovers she was, in fact, murdered that very night on that very stage. Hence, the entrance of  an enthusiastic police 
detective who loves the theatre more than he loves his job. Will he be able to solve the crime, improve the show and discover love 
in the course of  two acts? When the curtain opens, you’ll find out...

Synopsis



Katie Cole – Katie is the daughter of  Dan and Sheila Cole and 
Lisa and Jim Burr. She is a freshman at Iowa Central with plans 
to major in Communications and attend one more year at Iowa 
Central before transferring out of  state. Katie is involved with 
cheerleading, track, newspaper, Phi Theta Kappa, Universal 
Cheer Association and United All Stars, and enjoys scrapbook-
ing, watching movies, texting, using facebook and eating munch-
ies. Katie has most enjoyed making new friends and holding 
“serious” talks off  stage during this production and wants 
everyone to know this is her first musical.

Sally Davis – Sally is the daughter of  Jerry and Pattie Davis and 
is in her sophomore year at Iowa Central with plans to major in 
Dental Hygiene (hopefully) and become a dental hygienist. Sally 
is involved with Encore Singers, Concert Choir and Concert Band, 
and enjoys hanging out with friends/ family, singing, attempting 
guitar and running. Sally has most enjoyed being with her closest 
friends that are involved with “Curtains” and wants everyone to 
know the even though the rehearsals seemed endless, they were 
worth it. The people involved with this musical are amazing, and I 
know I’ll miss performing with them! 

Kathryn Dillon – Kathryn is the daughter of  Terry and Sherrie 
Dillon and is a sophomore at Iowa Central with plans to major in 
Music and transfer to either UNI or Iowa to get her BFA. Kathryn 
is involved with Encore Singers, Vocal Jazz and Concert Choir and 
enjoys singing, music, painting and nature. Kathryn has most 
enjoyed working with the talented cast and directors during this 
production and wants everyone to know how much she appreci-
ates everyone’s help and support throughout this entire process.  

Aaron Fitzgerald – Aaron is the son of  Christopher and Peggy 
Fitzgerald and is a freshman at Iowa Central. He plans on major-
ing in Music Education and transferring to a four year university 
or college after receiving an Associate of  Arts degree from Iowa 
Central. Aaron is involved with theatre, Concert Band, Jazz Band, 
Brass Ensemble, Encore Singers, Vocal Jazz and Concert Choir and 
enjoys drawing, playing tennis and golf  and writing music. Aaron 
has most enjoyed getting to work with many great people during 
this production and wants everyone to know we all have God-
given talents, and we need to share them with others.

Katie Fitzgerald – Katie is the daughter of Gary and Mary 
Fitzgerald and is an alumnus of Iowa Central. She received her 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Musical Theatre Performance from Co-
lumbia College in Chicago in May of 2008 and plans to move to Los 
Angeles to further pursue acting in the near future. Katie works at 
New Cooperative as an administrative assistant and enjoys acting, 
playing the piano, dancing, singing and spending her weekends with 
family and friends. Katie has most enjoyed Iowa Central’s perform-
ing arts building once again, becoming her home away from home 
during this production and wants her cast to know that being in this 
show with all of them “really has been one of the most fulfilling 
things I could ever hope to do.” I love you all… break a leg!

Taylor Getting – Taylor is the son of  Dean and Donita Getting 
and is a freshman at Iowa Central with plans to major in Com-
puter Networking and transfer to Iowa State to major in Manage-
ment and Information Systems. Taylor is involved with musical, 
fall play, Concert Choir, NCYL, Cyber Defense, The Sultans of  Song 
and the ACDA Collegiate Honor Choir. He enjoys hanging with his 
friends. Taylor has most enjoyed spending hours with such an 
amazing cast during this production and wants everyone to know 
he is very thankful for the opportunities he has been given, and 
thanks everyone for coming to the show! 

Phillip Herold – Phillip is the son of  Henry and Denise Herold 
and is in his second year at Iowa Central with plans to gradu-
ate with an Associate of  the Arts degree with an emphasis in 
Graphics Technology and then transfer to Purdue and farm back 
home with his family in Indiana.. Phillip is involved with Art Club, 
Student Senate and enjoys drawing, painting, playing tennis and 
ping-pong and reading a good book. Phillip has most enjoyed 
painting the set and meeting new people during this production. 

Blake Housley – Blake is the son of  Alan and Sherri Housley 
and is a sophomore at Iowa Central with plans to major in Music 
and transfer to Iowa. Blake is involved with Concert Choir, Encore 
Singers and Dance. Blake has most enjoyed time that we get to 
spend with the cast during this production. 

Shawn Laborde – Shawn is the son of Robert Laborde and the late 
Shelly Laborde, and is a freshman at Iowa Central with plans to major 
in English and History. He is not sure what his plans are after graduat-
ing this year; if everything falls out completely, he will travel aim-
lessly around the world. Shawn plays an active role in the performing 
arts department, washes dishes at Tea Thyme and escapes boredom’s 
evil clutches. He enjoys sleeping, making people smile, eating, hanging 
out with friends and spending time with the great people with the 
performing arts department. Shawn has most enjoyed the company of  
the cast and crew, losing his hair and being an evil vindictive old man 
during this production and wants everyone to know that theatre is 
awesome—just make sure you have a lot of time, patience, strength, 
time, flexibility, time, commitment and time to spare. 

biosCast



Tawni Langstaff – Tawni is the daughter of  Mark and Cassie 
Langstaff  and is a sophomore at Iowa Central with plans to 
major in Elementary Education before transferring to Iowa 
State. Tawni is involved with music and theatre at Iowa Central 
and enjoys playing Wii with her family and competing against 
Cole at Wii Baseball. Tawni has most enjoyed making up fun 
ab-libs with Heather (spaghetti) and sharing the spotlight with 
Cole in “A Tough Act to Follow”, and wants everyone to know 
how to “clapity”! 

Emily Maach – Emily is the daughter of  Larry and Laura Maach 
and is her second year at Iowa Central with plans to major in 
Speech Pathology after transferring to UNI in the fall. Emily is in-
volved in Concert Choir, Encore Singers, Vocal Jazz, fall play, spring 
musical and community theatre, and enjoys musical theatre 
and spending time with her family and friends. Emily has most 
enjoyed spending time with the amazing cast, crew and directors 
during this production and wants everyone to know that she truly 
values and appreciates the time she has spent here with the Iowa 
Central Performing Arts Department. Thanks for coming; I hope 
you enjoy the show! 

Patrick McCarville – Patrick is the son of  Al and Shelia 
Huebsch and is a sophomore majoring in Business with plans to 
transfer to Iowa State. Patrick in involved with Concert Choir, En-
core Singers and Vocal Jazz, and enjoys bass fishing. Patrick wants 
everyone to know that he loves the Iowa Central Performing Arts 
Department and will miss everyone next year. 

James McNally – James is the son of  James McNally and Tina 
Koller and is currently working on his Chiropractic degree with 
plans to transfer to Palmer College of  Chiropractic. James is 
involved with Concert Choir, Encore Singers, theatre, cheerleading 
and karate, and enjoys reading, working out and hiking. James 
has most enjoyed working with the cast during this production 
and wants everyone to know that in life we must all struggle, but 
hopefully it will be worth it in the end. 

Scott Meier – Scott is the son of  Kurt and Lisa Espe and is 
in his freshman year at Iowa Central with plans to major in 
Software Engineering and transfer to Iowa State and pursue a 
Bachelor’s in engineering. Scott is involved in theatre, Concert 
Band, Jazz Band, Concert Choir and Encore Singers, and enjoys 
keeping busy with all the music projects. Scott has most 
enjoyed working on the set during this production and wants 
everyone to know that he still cannot dance. 

Matt Metier – Matt is the son of  John and Elizabeth Metier 
and is currently a sophomore at Iowa Central majoring in Art, 
with plans to transfer to the welding program. Matt is involved 
with the fall play and musical, and enjoys mountain biking, 
riding his Rip-stick, and raising the Antarctic penguins on his 
secret Antarctic penguin farm. Matt has most enjoyed riding 
his rip-stick around the music department with Cole and Cory 
during this production and wants everyone to know that we 
all worked really hard (especially: Mrs. Jackson, Lesa, Alissa, 
Thomas, Paul and Kathleen) to make this show possible. 

Lindsay Mickelson – Lindsay is the daughter of  Dave and 
Cathy Mickelson and a freshman here at Iowa Central with 
plans to major in Music and then transfer to Wartburg College. 
Lindsay is involved with theatre, Concert Choir; Encore Singers, 
musical, fall play. She keeps busy with school work and enjoys 
hanging with friends. Lindsay has most enjoyed the cast; 
everyone has been great to work with and we all have had an 
amazing time together during this production. She wants every-
one to know that all the hard work and late night rehearsals are 
always worth it in the end!

Jared Nagel – Jared is the son of  Mark and Shelly Nagel and is 
a sophomore at Iowa Central with plans to major in Theater and 
transfer to UNI. Jared is involved with theatre, music and classes 
and enjoys theater, music—not classes--and playing video 
games. Jared has most enjoyed the cast and crew during this 
production and wants everyone to know how much he loves every 
single person involved with the musical. Thanks, everyone, for 
making my years at school very fulfilling. 

Carlos Neto – Carlos is the son of  Nelson and Gloria Neto 
and is currently a sophomore at Iowa Central majoring in LIFE 
with plans to be happy. Carlos in involved in theatre and music 
and enjoys being in different states of  minds. Carlos has most 
enjoyed the twelve hour rehearsals during this production and 
wants everyone to know that we know nothing! 

Lee Plummer – Lee is the son of  Tom Plummer and Lori Plum-
mer and is currently in his final semester at Iowa Central with 
plans to graduate with a degree in Music Education and transfer 
to Iowa State to become a band director. Lee is involved with 
Concert Band, Jazz Band, Concert Choir and P.A. announcing for 
Triton sports. He enjoys drumming, talking loudly and imperson-
ating other people. Lee has most enjoyed learning how to act for 
the first time and how to endure long hours at work calls during 
this production and wants everyone to know that all problems in 
life can be solved by listening to Stevie Wonder. 

biosCast



Melissa Ruppert – Melissa is the daughter of  Larry and Linda 
Ruppert and is a sophomore at Iowa Central with plans to major 
in Criminal Justice and transfer to the University of  Wiscon-
sin- Platteville and major in Chemistry/ Criminology. Melissa is 
involved with Concert Choir and Encore Singers and enjoys singing 
and dancing. She has most enjoyed all the people during this 
production and wants everyone to know that she is going to miss 
everyone next year. 

Heather Sledd – Heather is the daughter of  Earl and Linda 
Jordan and Jima and Rebecca Sledd and is currently in her 
second year at Iowa Central with plans to graduate with an As-
sociate of  Arts degree and then transfer to Iowa State. Heather 
is involved with theatre, Encore Singers, Concert Choir and the 
Army National Guard, and enjoys hanging out with Jared, Tawni, 
Emily and the “Curtains” cast! Heather has most enjoyed shar-
ing spaghetti with Tawni, taking terrible pictures and getting 
to know the cast during this production and wants everyone to 
know Philasorapture is the greatest philosophy in the “great 
globe itself”, and “I love Jared.”  

Ashley Smith – Ashley is the daughter of Barb and Mike Smith 
and is a sophomore at Iowa Central with plans to major in Theatre/ 
Dance and transfer to Iowa State in the fall. Ashley is involved with 
theatre, music, Student Senate,  and enjoys dancing, bowling and 
being incredibly random. Ashley has most enjoyed getting beat up 
by the set pieces during this production and wants everyone to know 
that when the world feels like it is crashing down, the best thing to 
do is to take a deep breath and cherish the good things in life. 

Cole Steinkamp – Cole is the son of  Ron and Martha Steinkamp 
and is a sophomore at Iowa Central with plans to graduate with 
an Associate of  Arts degree before transferring to a four year 
university or college. Cole is involved with theatre, Vocal Jazz, 
Encore Singers, Paul Bloomquist Bass Clef  Ensemble, Concert 
Choir and set construction, and enjoys falling off  set pieces and 
watching Jared work. Cole has most enjoyed Pirates of  Tortuga 
and using musical as an excuse to skip class (just kidding) during 
this production and wants everyone to know “Pass it to Cole” is a 
great Youtube video – look it up, and thank you, Tawni, Taylor and 
Jared for helping me memorize lines. 

Leah Wafful – Leah is the daughter of  Shannon Keller and Bill 
Wafful and is a sophomore at Iowa Central with plans to major in 
Communications and transfer to UNI. Leah is involved in theatre, 
Concert Choir, Encore Singers and works at Daniel Pharmacy. She 
enjoys fun and making people laugh! Leah has most enjoyed get-
ting to know all different types of  personalities and working with 
talented kids during this production and wants everyone to know 
that always do your best and always have a positive attitude;  life 
will be so much better! 

Cory Waller – Cory is the son of  Randy and Joann Waller and 
is a freshman at Iowa Central with plans to major in Music before 
transferring to major in Music Production. Cory is involved with 
theatre, Encore Singers, Jazz Band, Concert Band and Vocal Jazz, 
and enjoys playing music. Cory has most enjoyed laughing at his 
lines and trying to copy Mrs. J’s faces during rehearsal. He wants 
everyone to know, “if  it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.” 

Katie Wallin – Katie is the daughter of  Debbie Wallin and Greg 
Wallin and is in her first year at Iowa Central with plans to major 
in Theatre before transferring to a four year university. Katie 
is involved with theatre, Concert Choir and Encore Singers and 
enjoys dancing. Katie has most enjoyed watching everyone trip 
over the acting blocks and painting the sweet waves during this 
production. She wants everyone to know that “acting is believing.” 

Travis Zinnel – Travis is the son of  Kevin Zinnel and Jenny 
Zinnel and is currently finishing his last semester at Iowa Central 
before transferring to Wartburg College in Waverly, Iowa  to 
major in Music Education and Music Therapy. Travis is involved 
with theatre, Student Ambassadors, Concert Choir and Band, Encore 
Singers, Jazz Band, and Men’s Ensemble, and enjoys traveling, taking 
long walks on short beaches and cooking. Travis has most enjoyed 
the camaraderie among the cast during this production and wants 
everyone to know that he has enjoyed his time here at Iowa Central. 
He will miss the good times he had with amazing people.
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