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It has been another busy year at Iowa Central! In this edition of the Triton Pride you will read about how the college is having an impact on
the communities we serve in ways that most do not consider. For years we have placed an emphasis on creating community engagement
by our students.
Throughout this issue you will continue to see the many exciting things taking place at Iowa Central. This past year we focused on continuing
to remove barriers for students to gain a valuable education. Iowa Central stepped up to provide a flat tuition rate with a device to make
education more affordable to your students. You will read about the continued progress of our bond issue in providing students with new
experiences to broaden their education experience. Great things are happening at Iowa Central!
As always, we invite you to visit YOUR college and join us for the many activities taking place at Iowa Central! This will allow you a first-hand
experience of the great things that are happening.
Thank you for your continued support of Iowa Central!

Dr. Dan Kinney
President, Iowa Central Community College

Above: Dr. Kinney with our Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society All-Iowa Academic Team members; Olivia Mitchell, Emma Degner, and Irasemma Gonzalez.

Congratulations to the Class of 2019!
Iowa Central Community College’s 52nd Commencement
celebrated the achievement of over 500 graduates on Thursday,
May 9th. Speakers for the ceremony included Student Senate
President Lexi Jeno; All-Iowa Academic Team & All-USA
Academic Team Nominee, Emma Degner; and Iowa State
Senator Tim Kraayenbrink. Graduates and their families
gathered at the Triton Cafe after the commencement for a
celebratory reception.
Hundreds of family and friends gathered in the Hodges
Fieldhouse Thursday afternoon.
Traditional commencement music, played by Iowa Central’s
Concert Band, greeted the graduates during their academic
procession. Iowa Central President Dr. Dan Kinney and Board of
Trustees President Mark Crimmins welcomed the graduates and
their families. “We are proud of your achievements and bestow
upon you our very best wishes for continued future successes,”
stated Crimmins.
Student Ambassador Olivia Mitchell presented the annual
Golden Triton Award to Rochelle Green and Janet Hilbert.
This award is given to one faculty and one staff member in
recognition of their excellent service to the college. Following
the award presentation, Student Senate President Lexi Jeno
made an address to her fellow classmates and spoke about
her experiences; urging graduates to never forget what helped
shaped them. Emma Degner provided inspiring words to her
fellow graduates. “Go out, take what you have learned at Iowa
Central Community College and run, explore, take risks and
enjoy this journey called life,” said Degner.
Senator Tim Kraayenbrink delivered an insightful commencement
speech on graduates getting a “return on their investment”;
relating advice for graduates to his 33 years of experience as a
financial advisor. Senator Kraayenbrink emphasized that Iowa
Central plays an important role in providing the workforce with
responsibly trained and educated individuals.
“I hope all of you receive big returns on your investment from
your Iowa Central experiences,” said Kraayenbrink. “You have
the assets it takes to succeed. You have the proper investments.
Growing in a bear market, you are well diversified. It is time to
cash in on some of your dividends, work hard for your goals;
your market timing couldn’t be any better. Go make the state of
Iowa a better place.”
Proceeding the speech, graduates walked across the stage to
receive their diplomas. The college recognized those that earned
their High School Equivalency Diploma and various Associate
Degrees and Diplomas. Once the diplomas were presented,
President Dr. Dan Kinney addressed the group once more saying,
“Graduates, you may switch your tassels.”
The entire Iowa Central 52nd Commencement was broadcast live
over YouTube. Those interested in viewing the event can watch it
on the college’s YouTube page at youtube.com/IowaCentralCC.

BOND
REFERENDUM
UPDATES
We truly appreciate the trust our taxpayers showed in us as
they passed the bond referendum last February! Updates to
our campuses started right away and great progress in being
made - the list below highlights some of the projects so far!
Enclosed exterior stairs on parking ramp (above)
Construction is underway on the
Greehey Family Student Success Center (left)
Roof repairs on Liberal Arts Building
New windows & upgraded doors on Science Building
Created vestibule on Science Building
Held groundbreaking event for the
Industrial Training Center in Storm Lake Center (left)
Visit www.iowacentral.edu for a detailed list of updates!

We have a 24-hour live feed to check in on the progress of the Greehey
Family Student Success Center at https://public.earthcam.net/IowaCentral

Schmoker’s help build
futures for Iowa Central students
Tom and Norma Schmoker know what it takes to build a
successful future. The longtime residents of Fort Dodge owned
and operated their own generic veterinary pharmaceutical
business for nearly thirty years. “Building a business was not
easy work. Norma and I started from scratch and it took a lot of
determination to stick with it during the early years when money
was tight and we only had a few employees,” recalls Tom. As
they grew their business, they were inspired to give back to their
beloved community, including Iowa Central Community College.
“We are both from Fort Dodge and giving back to the community
that had been good to us was important,” shared Tom.
In addition to being a business partner with her husband, Norma
volunteer in the community. She served on the Iowa Central
Community College Foundation board for thirteen years and

chaired Iowa Central’s first major capital campaign in 2006. In
her campaign letter, Norma stated “You can be assured that your
investment will provide a better quality of life for those who live,
work and raise families in our communities for many generations
to come”. Her statement directly aligned with the actions of
her and her husband. They made a lead campaign gift which
supported several projects including the Bio and Health Science
building. She also shared in her letter, “I can’t think of anything
that is more important to our future, and the future of our children
and grandchildren than to have access to an excellent education
that is affordable and on the cutting edge”. In 2014, Norma was
bestowed the prestigious Iowa Central Community College Triton
Humanitarian Award and inducted into the Hall of Fame.
Another act of generosity that directly impacted students
took place in 2000. The children of Tom and Norma started
a scholarship in honor of their parents at Iowa Central. The
Schmoker Tool Belt scholarship helps students pursuing a career
in Carpentry. Tom and Norma helped lead the effort to create a
new housing development on the north side of Fort Dodge where
Iowa Central carpentry students built new homes. The tool belt
scholarship was another way the Schmoker family connected
opportunity and success.
Over the years, many students have benefited from the donation as
they put the building blocks of their future in place at Iowa Central.
Nathan Kult of Glidden, Iowa received the scholarship in 2014. “I
give a lot of credit to my instructors at Iowa Central. The skills I
learned in the program gave me a solid advantage.”
If you want to learn more about furthering your education at Iowa
Central, or how to support students through a scholarship, call
Mary Ludwig, Director of Development and Alumni Relations, at
515-574-1145. Learn more at www.iowacentral.edu

Like many students nearing graduation
from high school, Nathan Kult wasn’t
100% sure of what his future plans held.
The Glidden, Iowa native went into the
workforce the same summer of graduating
high school with no definite plan. His
direction changed when a good friend
encouraged him to attend Iowa Central
Community College with him. “I did a quick
visit to the college and got enrolled in time
for fall classes,” recalls Nathan who selected
Carpentry as a major. During his time at
Iowa Central, Nathan says he accomplished
more than learning a new skill. “Besides
my education, I also made a great friend.
I didn’t know him before coming to Iowa
Central but we ended up being roommates
and we’re the best of friends today.”

What Nathan enjoyed most about the
carpentry program was the high level of
skills he learned. “The instructors I had were
well versed in carpentry and I learned skills
in the program that would have taken me
years to learn on a job site”. Since graduating
from Iowa Central in 2014, Nathan has put
his new talents to work. “I’ve done a little bit
of everything. From small remodel jobs to
commercial construction. It’s been a good
learning process to discover what I really
enjoy doing,” shared Nathan. He says he’s
discovered more about where his passion
lies in the last few years. “While I enjoy
carpentry as a whole, the segment I get
the most excited about is when I work on a
custom home and create finish details that
make a big impression.”

Nathan’s impression of Iowa Central is
one that will last a lifetime. “I had a great
experience there. Receiving the tool belt
scholarship from the Schmoker family
helped me get a head start financially and
the education I received put me one step
ahead of everyone else.”

2019

INDUCTION

CEREMONY

JOE ANTHONSEN
LARRY BOYD
DR. MARGO HALM
ERIK JOSEPHSON
DR. JESSE ULRICH
CHARLIE WALKER
2003 TRITON BASEBALL TEAM

Iowa Central Community College is proud to announce the 2019
Hall of Fame nominees. The event to honor notable Alumni will be
held Saturday, October 5th at the college. “For more than 50 years,
Iowa Central has helped students get to the next step to achieve
their dreams and be a vibrant part of their community. Our Hall of
Fame event provides Iowa Central, fellow alumni, faculty and staff
a chance to recognize their contributions and accomplishments,”
notes Iowa Central president, Dr. Dan Kinney.
A new category has been added to the event this year. For 2019,
Iowa Central will honor its first Distinguished Faculty and Staff
nominee. “Our Alumni are greatly impacted by so many here at
Iowa Central during their time as a student. The new award is
designed specifically to recognize an individual who served as a
faculty member or staff that had a great impact on our students,”
shared Mary Ludwig, executive director of development and alumni.
The first recipient of the new award is the late Larry Boyd. Boyd
taught in the math and science department from 1998 to 2004, and
served as the Department Chair of Mathematics and Science from
2005 to 2010. He lost his battle with Lewy Body Dementia in 2016.

In addition to the Faculty/Staff award, Alumni will be recognized
for the Distinguished Alumni award, and Triton Athletic Awards.
The 2003 Baseball team and baseball player Joe Anthonsen
will be recognized in the athletic category, as well as Fort Dodge
wrestling standout Erik Josephson.
In the distinguished alumni category, Fort Dodge Schools
Superintendent, Dr. Jesse Ulrich will be recognized, as well as
Fort Dodge attorney Charlie Walker, and Dr. Margo Halm. Dr.
Halm is a second generation alumni inducted into the Hall of
Fame. Her father, Robert Halm, received the Humanitarian award
posthumously in 2013.
The evening will begin at 5:00 PM with a social hour, followed by
honoring the inductees. Guests will enjoy a large selection of heavy
hors d’oeuvres and a silent auction will be held featuring a wide
variety of items. Tickets for the event are on sale at the Triton book
store and in the administration office for $20 each. You can follow
the event by liking it on the Iowa Central Alumni Facebook page, at
www.Facebook.com/iowacentral.

The Music & Theatre Department at Iowa Central has long been an innovator in helping to shape trends in music and theatre education!
This spring’s performances included a sold out four show run of the hit musical, Mamma Mia!, Showcase 2019,
and more. We also shared our talents at Friendship Haven and many other community events throughout the year!

Accolades for Mark Crimmins and Dr. Kinney
Iowa Central Board President, Mark Crimmins, was recognized for 25 years of service (21 years as President) to our Board of Trustees
and Dr. Kinney was awarded the IACCT 2019 Iowa Outstanding Chief Administrator Award
at the Iowa Association of Community College Trustees (IACCT) Conference held in Council Bluffs in July!
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The Triton Women’s Bowling team was
named NJCAA Academic Team of the Year
for women’s bowling with a 3.27 team GPA!
The Triton Men’s Rodeo team was
crowned Great Plains Region
Men’s Team Champions!

6

Sports Shooting crowned National Champions
in American Trap and Super Sporting Clays at
the ACUI Collegiate Clay Target Championships.

7

Triton Tennis standout, Colten Way, was
awarded the regional and national ITA Arthur
Ashe Leadership & Sportsmanship Award.

8

An amazing donation to the Triton Rodeo
program by Shimkat Motor Company - a
new 2018 Dodge Ram pickup!
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Iowa Central was awarded the
2018-19 Learfield IMG College Directors’ Cup
for the fourth consecutive year!
Cheyenne Andersen hit her 32nd homerun
to break the Triton Softball career homerun
record! She finished her career with 39!
Triton men crowned national runner-up
and the Triton women finished 3rd at the
NJCAA National Swim Meet!

Follow Triton Athletics
online at www.ictritons.com
and on Twitter @ICTritons
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Share
your

STORY!

Do you want to be the next alumni to be highlighted in our “Share Your Story” feature? Do you have any photo memories you’d like to share
with us? Tell us and you may become our next feature! Share your story and submit photos by email to decoursey@iowacentral.edu!

My time at Iowa Central, is one I reflect upon
often. The path that lead me to Iowa Central was
when I emailed Coach Pilcher about furthering my
education and possibly walking on to his basketball
program. That choice was, to this day, one of the
greatest decisions I have ever made. I played two
years, was named an NJCAA All-American, and
was inducted into the Triton Hall of Fame in 2012.
My wife (Sam) and I met at Iowa Central and
married a few years after graduation. We currently
live in Omaha, NE where we are raising our 2
children, Kash and Roman.
Iowa Central afforded me the opportunity to learn
and grow as a person. The mentorship I received
during my time at Iowa Central shaped me into
the person I am today, and, helped me discover
my passion for supporting young men with
developmental disabilities.
My passion has turned into a successful career
as a business owner, providing advocacy and
opportunities to those who I feel deserve it most.
Iowa Central will forever hold a big spot in my heart.

2006 Graduate
Papillion, Nebraska

Klaye Rowe

My time at Iowa Central, is one I reflect upon often. The path that lead me to Iowa
Central was when I emailed Coach Pilcher about furthering my education and
possibly walking on to his basketball program. That choice was, to this day, one of the
greatest decisions I have ever made. I played two years, was named a First-Team NJCAA
All-American, and was inducted into the Triton Hall of Fame in 2012.
My wife (Sam) and I met at Iowa Central and married a few years after graduation. We
currently live in Omaha, NE where we are raising our 2 children, Kash and Roman.
Iowa Central afforded me the opportunity to learn and grow as a person. The
mentorship I received during my time at Iowa Central shaped me into the person
I am today, and, helped me discover my passion for supporting young men with
developmental disabilities.
My passion has turned into a successful career as a business owner, providing advocacy
and opportunities to those who I feel deserve it most. Iowa Central will forever hold a big
spot in my heart.
Go Tritons!

Go Tritons!

New Scholarships
Available for Iowa Central Students
The Iowa Central Foundation is pleased to announce new scholarships have been added to the list of scholarships available to students.
Iowa Central offers more than eighty different scholarships. Generous donors have stepped forward to create new scholarship opportunities
and help a student achieve their goals in higher education. The following new scholarships were awarded for this fall:

Family Bowling Center
$500 scholarship awarded to a second year student attending Iowa Central, full time, and a member of the Iowa Central Bowling team.
Recipient must have a 2.0 or higher GPA.

Ty Carlson Memorial
Awarded to a first or second year student attending Iowa Central, full time, and a member of the Iowa Central Rodeo team. Recipient must
have a 3.0 or higher GPA and must submit a one page essay describing what “living 8 seconds at a time” means to them. Scholarship can
be used for tuition, fees and/or supplies. Ty Carlson, a 2016 graduate of Colfax-Mingo High School, was a member of the Iowa Central Rodeo
Team before his passing. Ty’s parents established the scholarship in his memory to pay tribute to the young cowboy who was pursuing his
passion of becoming a bull rider and highly skilled horse trainer.

Interstates Foundation
Awarded to a first or second year student attending Iowa Central, full time, and enrolled in the Electrical Technology program. Recipient must
have a 2.5 or higher GPA.

Schwendemann Pre-Chiropractic
Awarded to a second year, full-time student attending Iowa Central Community College in the Pre-Chiropractic program with the intent to
further their education to earn a Doctor of Chiropractic degree at their school of choice the following fall. Recipient must maintain a 3.0 GPA
and financial need is not a consideration.

Denny Myers Memorial Track and Field
Awarded to a sophomore, full-time student on the Track and Field team with a GPA of 2.0 or greater.
To learn more about the Foundation scholarships available, check out the entire list and details at http://www.iowacentral.edu/
financial_aid/foundation_scholarships.aspwww.iowacentral.org/. Or reach out to Mary Ludwig, executive director of development
and alumni relations at 515-574-1145 or email at ludwig@iowacentral.edu. All scholarship applications for the 2020-2021 academic
year are due March 30, 2020.
Warm Regards,
Mary

Mary Ludwig
Executive Director,
Development and Alumni Affairs

A Triton Shoutout to our staff, faculty, and board members who
volunteer for our Foundation Scholarship Reading Night!
Having so many of you join us to read and score student
applications ensure our Foundation scholarships are going to the
most deserving students - we couldn’t do it without you!

Foundation Board President, Ed Shimkat,
carefully reads one of the student applications.

Proud
to be a
Our Dental Hygiene students partnered with
UnityPoint Health to provide free oral, head, and neck
cancer screenings to community members.

One of our favorite events of the summer is helping
Fort Dodge celebrate Frontier Days!

A new addition to our summer camp series this year
was the “Orff Experience” music camp!

So many inspiring stories at the JDRF Walk in Ankeny what a special opportunity for us represent Triton Nation
and cheer on these amazing kids and their families!

Our Human Services Club spent an afternoon
volunteering at Almost Home Humane Society walking,
feeding, and playing with the animals.

Mayor, Matt Bemrich, and the City of Fort Dodge proclaimed
March as Social Worker month and recognized our
Human Services Club for their work in our communities!

A Triton Tradition as our staff and faculty
volunteers served over 400 students at
“Late Night Breakfast” to kick off Finals Week!

Mentors from the Triton Enrichment Center volunteered their
afternoon, along with some furry friends, and had
a great time with the residents at Bickford Cottage!

Triton Football took time during
National Read Along Day to read to third grade
students at Duncombe Elementary.

A perfect day at the Wright County Fair to shake lemonade
and support the Eagle Grove Chamber of Commerce!

We love being a part of our area community events so much fun this year at the
Bell Tower Days parade in Jefferson!

Our culinary, baking & pastry, and hospitality students
showcased their talents at their “Taste of Iowa” event
at Willow Ridge Golf Course & Restaurant.

To unsubscribe from Triton Pride, please email us at walter@iowacentral.edu or ludwig@iowacentral.edu

Iowa Central Community College
One Triton Circle
Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501

