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Triton Nation,
As I look back on my first year as President of Iowa Central Community College, I can’t express in words the gratitude I have for our
faculty, staff, students, and the communities we serve. Community Colleges are only as strong as the communities we serve. That is
a good thing for us! During this past year, we experienced the highest enrollment increase of any community college in Iowa. We had
a record number of students participate in commencement. In addition, we positively impacted over 14,000 people through job
training and workforce development.
We don’t plan on stopping anytime soon. When you come onto campus, you can tell we are a vibrant college. You can see and feel
the continued improvements to our campus facilities. This summer we began the process of renovating the former Student Services
Building into our new Art and Technology Building, put out to bid for the new Center for Performing Arts (Decker Auditorium
renovation), finalized plans for a new Biofuel Laboratory, and began the design process for a new Learning Center in Storm Lake. All
these projects will allow Iowa Central to serve our students and better prepare them to serve our workforce needs within our region.
Last, but certainly not least, over this past year we have embarked on a strategic planning process. Stakeholder feedback was taken
from students, parents, community members, and businesses from across our region. We are excited to launch our new 5-year
strategic plan this fall. When you read it, you will continue to see Iowa Central’s commitment to serving our region as the exceptional
community college choice in Iowa!
All of this would not be possible without the support of our patrons, businesses, community school districts, and donors from our
region, state, and across Triton Nation. Thank you!
Yours in service,

Dr. Jesse Ulrich
President, Iowa Central Community College

Above: Dr. Ulrich congratulates graduates during the Triton Tunnel of faculty and staff.

Congratulations
to the Class of 2022

One by one, over five-hundred students crossed the stage to
accept their degree during Iowa Central’s 55th Commencement
this spring. The 2022 event marked the return to a face-toface commencement for Iowa Central after holding virtual
ceremonies due to COVID in 2020 and 2021. For some Iowa
Central students, walking across the stage to graduate carried
extra significance. “Many of the students did not get a normal
high school graduation ceremony due to COVID, so this
ceremony was very special,” notes Dr. Jesse Ulrich, President.
Following a welcome address from Dr. Ulrich and Board of
Trustee President Mark Crimmins, the annual Golden Triton
Awards were presented. Award winners were Paul DeCoursey,
Director, Public Information and Jacob Zweibohmer, Associate
Instructor of Business and Web/Graphics Technology
Coordinator. This award is given to one faculty and one staff
member each year in recognition of their excellent service to
the college.

“Many of our students did not get a
normal high school graduation due to
COVID, so this ceremony was very special.”
Dr. Jesse Ulrich, President

Speakers for the ceremony included Student Senate President
Jaedyn Condon and student ambassador Kirstin Schaefer,
both of whom are All-Iowa Academic Team and All-USA
Academic Team Nominees. Iowa Secretary of Agriculture,
Mike Naig gave the keynote address, “Seeds of Success” - he
encouraged students to use the “seeds of success” that have
been planted in their life, from new skills to new opportunities,
and invest in their communities and families. “Even a little
seed, like a smile, a kind word, or thanking someone, can have
an impact,” shared Naig.
Proceeding speeches, it was time for the graduates to take
center stage as they received their diplomas and degrees. Dr.
Ulrich then announced the moment students had been waiting
for saying “Graduates, you may switch your tassels.”
The entire Iowa Central 55th Commencement was broadcast
live over YouTube. You can watch the ceremony by going to
Youtube.com.Iowacentralcc.

Iowa Central Foundation
Welcomes Three
New Board Members

Triton Hall of Fame
Class of 2022

Iowa Central honors the Hall of Fame Class of 2022
during the annual recognition banquet on Saturday, October 22nd

Dan Cassady
Distinguished Faculty

The Iowa Central Foundation board is pleased to announce
three new board members. The Foundation board strives to
represent the communities Iowa Central serves in its region,
which expands over nine counties. In addition to representing
their local area, they each bring leadership and skills that
are needed as the board focuses on efforts that support
the colleges’ goals. The new members join current board
members Ed Shimkat, President, Larry Hecht, Tim McDaniel,
Deb Zemke, Jeff Neubaum, and Chris Deal. Learn more about
the Foundation at www.iowacentral.edu/foundation/.

Joseph LeValley
Distinguished Alumni
Parker Aden, Pocahontas, IA

Executive Director, Pocahontas Chamber of Commerce

Lisa Shimkat
Distinguished Alumni

Tanner Aus
Triton Athletic

Marcie Boerner, Gowrie, IA

Chief Operating Officer, Webster-Calhoun Cooperative Telephone Association

Morgan Angotti
Triton Athletic

Sessions Harlan
Triton Athletic

2007-2008 Women’s Cross Country Team
Triton Athletic Team

Gary Moritz, Humboldt, IA

Director of Communications and Foundation, NEW Cooperative

As students get settled into the Fall semester at Iowa Central, progress
continues in what is now known as the Art and Technology Building, or ATB.
This space was previously the Student Services Center and housed several
departments such as admissions, financial aid, housing and the help desk.
The building is getting an interior facelift to better serve students who are
studying different areas of art and technology, thanks to dollars allocated in
the bond issue passed in 2018. Students earning a degree in the technology
field will now have two Macintosh computer labs to use for various
programs including web graphics, graphic technology, engineer design
technology, art, and photography. Additionally, students learning about
computer hardware and related technology, will have a server lab to work in.

Bond
Referendum
Updates

Other areas of the building will focus on students studying art. For the first
time at Iowa Central, art students will have a collaborative space designed
with art in mind. For example, one of the studios will be filled with
natural light, while another open space will house 3D printers, printing
presses, and studio space for drawing, painting, designing and ceramics.
This creative hub allows for students to work in a creative space, share
materials and ideas.
Construction inside the ATB will continue through next summer. To learn
more about projects completed through the referendum funding, go to
www.iowacentral.edu/bond

Golden Triton Award

Each year we award the Golden Triton Award to one faculty member and one staff member who are nominated by
current Iowa Central students in recognition of their excellent service to our students! Congratulations to this year’s recipients,
Jake Zweibohmer (Faculty - Associate Instructor of Business and Web/Graphics Technology Coordinator)
and Paul DeCoursey (Staff - Director, Public Information).

The path isn’t always straight despite our best laid out plans. Ryan Hill came to a
fork in the road when his employer began laying off employees. “I had worked at
Electrolux in Webster City for ten years,” recalls Hill who grew up in Eagle Grove.
The appliance maker shut its factory doors in 2011 and left hundreds of employees
without work. For Hill, he saw the closed door as an opportunity to open a new one.
“Since our jobs were moved out of the country, all of the laid-off workers could go
back to school for free through a federal program,” shares Hill.
Hill realized that learning a trade would serve him well and he began to think about
a future career path. “I knew I wanted to learn about something that would be
hands-on and keep my mind busy,” notes Hill. It didn’t take long for Hill to decide
on Diesel Technology. “While I didn’t know a lot about the field before starting
the program, I talked to Cory Beck, who is one of the instructors, and realized that
Diesel Technology would be a good fit for me,” says Hill.
For many reasons, Diesel Technology worked well for Hill’s next step in life. “I was
able to go to class and work at the same time because of how the program is
designed. That was great because as a non-traditional student in my 30’s, I had
responsibilities,” points out Hill who has two children with his wife Julie.
In the classroom, Hill says he gained valuable skills. “Before starting the program,
I only knew basics like how to change a tire or the oil in my vehicle,” says Hill. The
program at Iowa Central covers a wide range of areas in Diesel Technology including
medium and heavy-duty electronics, ag and commercial equipment, semi-tractor
trailers, mobile hydraulics and more. Hill graduated from the two-year program and
started his new career immediately. “I graduated on Saturday and started work on
Monday at Decker Truck Line in Fort Dodge,” says Hill.
For the past eleven years, Hill has worked his way up at Decker Truck Line. He’s now
the Lead Mechanic for the Tractor Shop. “What I have learned about a degree in
Diesel Technology is that you can take it and go different directions over the course
of your career. You may start out as a mechanic, but if you want to go into more of a
leadership role such as a foreman, parts and supplies manager or a shop manager,
you can,” notes Hill.
Hill also thrives on the diversity of his day-to-day work. “At Decker, you are always
learning something new. Whether it’s with technology, a type of process or an
engine part, our work changes. It’s never boring,” reflects Hill who also points out the
family-like environment at Decker. “We’re treated like family here, and that means a
lot to me. The work atmosphere is friendly, and people care about one another.”
Graduates of the Diesel Technology program continue to be in high demand. Hill
points out that “People with a Diesel Technology degree can work in many
locations from rural communities to large cities,
coast to coast.” At Iowa Central, the Diesel
Technology program qualifies for free tuition.
The college offers the “Last Dollar Scholarship”
program which means free tuition for high
demand fields, including Diesel Technology.
The full list of programs that qualify can be
found at www.iowacentral.edu/last_dollar.

Learn more about
our Diesel program!

DRIVEN TO SUCCEED

Every now and then
we all hit a bump in the road.

The Diesel Technology program is designed to provide training in the repair
and maintenance of agricultural, over-the-road diesel trucks and off-road
diesel power units. The Diesel Mechanic graduates will be trained in entry level
skills of mechanical, electrical, fuel systems, power trains, brake systems, air
conditioning, welding, and hydraulics.
Upon completion of the program, graduates are awarded an Associate of
Applied Science (A.A.S.) Degree. Students also receive a MACS 609 license
(Mobile Air Conditioning Service) that is valid in every state for life.
Class A CDL - Commercial Drivers License. Class A license holders can drive any
commercial vehicle w/Trailer were the vehicle weight is 26,001 lbs. or more.
MEET OUR INSTRUCTORS

Cory Beck

Mike Becker

AJ Langenwalter

Shawn Wiemers

Contact our Admissions team to learn more about our Diesel Technology Program
at 515-574-1014 or learn more today by visiting our website at www.iowacentral.edu
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We took a special group of Tritons to
Cooper Elementary to enjoy breakfast with
a special group of Cooper leaders!
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Into the record books! Triton Cheer was
crowned 2022 NCA National Champions in
Daytona Beach! Back-2-Back!

3

Two more NJCAA All-Americans for Triton
Golf! Liam Ross (1st Team) and Justin
Schipper (2nd Team)!

4

Triton Dance comes back from Daytona
Beach with 3rd place NDA National finishes
in Team Competition and Hip-Hop!

5

Triton Rugby’s James Kuahiwinui was
selected 38th in the Major League Rugby
Collegiate Draft by the Seattle Seawolves!

6

Triton Wrestling Head Coach, Luke Moffitt,
was inducted into the Glen Brand National
Wrestling Hall of Fame!

7

Triton Cross Country presented $2,400
to UnityPoint Health to help fight breast
cancer within our communities.

8

Triton Baseball played their first
competitive innings on their new home field
at Harlan Rogers Sports Complex!
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Follow Triton Athletics online at www.ictritons.com
and on Facebook and Twitter @ICTritons
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MAKING A

DIFFERENCE
The financial impact Iowa Central Community College has on
their nine-county service region shows an economic boost of
nearly $153 Million dollars. A report issued by the Iowa Department
of Education and the Iowa Association of Community College
Trustees highlights the major areas Iowa Central boosts including
operations, student spending, alumni impact, and construction.
“One of the ways we drive economic impact is through our direct
and in-direct employment. Iowa Central supports 2,860 jobs in
our area which means that one out of every twenty-seven jobs
in our service region is supported by the college,” says Dr. Jesse
Ulrich, President of Iowa Central Community College.
The report, which used data from Fiscal Year 2019-2020,
says Iowa Central influences both the lives of its students and
the regional economy, stating the college plays a key role in
helping students increase their employability and achieve their
individual potential. Following completion of their degree or
certification, the study confirms that Iowa Central is a sound
investment, noting the average associate degree grad will see
annual earnings $8,200 higher than a person with a high school
diploma. Over a lifetime, that value adds up to more than
$385,000. These outcomes support the purpose of the college
according to Dr. Ulrich. “Our goal is to have students come to
Iowa Central and complete their degrees and certifications in
the shortest amount of time possible, with the least amount of
student loan debt, so they can have a better life.”
Iowa Central students play a key role in adding to the local
economy, directly adding $6.6 Million dollars throughout the
region. About 22% of the students are from outside of the ninecounty region and some of the students relocate to the area,
adding to the growth of area and the amount of dollars spent
on groceries, household goods, services and retail. The college’s
alumni generated $116.5 Million in the area, as thousands of alums
are employed in the nine-county area. “Iowa Central has a long
history of being a driver of providing a skilled workforce in our area.
As the workforce shortage continues, our efforts to draw students
to our area and provide skilled employees to employers is critically
important,” says Dr. Ulrich who is an Iowa Central alumnus.
Iowa Central directly employs 1,189 full-time and part-time
faculty and staff, which results in a $31.9 Million payroll. The
study shows those dollars are largely spent on groceries, mortgage
and rent payments, dining out and other household expenses.
Additionally, the college spent another $36.9 million on dayto-day expenses related to facilities, supplies and professional
services. The net impact of Iowa Centrals operations spending
impact is $27.5 million for the reporting period. An additional
category the college impacts is construction. As the college adds
new spaces to better serve students, the construction industry

benefits. In FY 2019-2020, Iowa Central had a net impact of $2.3
million in added income for the Iowa Central region.
From the taxpayer perspective, Iowa Central generates more in tax
revenue than it takes. For every dollar of public money invested in
Iowa Central, taxpayers will receive a cumulative value of $1.50 over
the course of students’ working lives.
As Iowa Central continues to invest in the region by growing
the skilled workforce which directly impacts the economy, the
college says it is grateful for the support it receives from each
community. Dr. Ulrich shares, “Our success is rooted in the
dedication of our faculty and staff to student success and our
supporting partners. We strive to be an employer of choice and
stay highly committed to our mission and purpose.”

Giving Back To Our Foundation
The summer season at Iowa Central is full of heart-warming moments in the Foundation office as students return their scholarship
thank you letters. Reading each students words of gratitude for the donor who makes their scholarship possible keenly reminds me of
why we strive to make Iowa Central affordable and accessible to students.
Here are just a few words from students.
“Your generosity is allowing me to make my goals and dreams become a reality. I hope, in turn one day, I will be able to give back and
help other students achieve their goals” ~ Caitlin, 2nd year nursing student
“This scholarship will help me focus more on my studies and graduate on-time” ~ Sean, 2nd year accounting student
“I come from a large family and this scholarship will help me complete my Iowa Central education. You have helped me tremendously
to be able to stay in school and eventually become an English teacher” ~ Andrea, 2nd year education student
Iowa Central is grateful for each donor that makes a scholarship possible. We recently added to the list of scholarships available thanks
to the generosity of donors.
J.P. Gruber Electrical Scholarship donated by Jeff Gruber and Deb Davis
$1,000 awarded to one student pursing an Electrical degree. Student may be part-time or full-time, have a 2.5 GPA and be from the
Iowa Central region (Area 5). Financial need is a consideration and non-traditional students are encouraged to apply.
Kim Motl Memorial Scholarship donated by Lisa Condon
$500 Awarded to one student pursuing a degree in social work, human services, psychology, criminal justice, EMS or fire science.
A personal essay is required to be eligible for the scholarship. Student may be part-time or full-time.
RTR Bickford Baseball Scholarship donated by Marshall Bickford
$500 awarded to one student who is a 2nd year member of the Iowa Central Baseball team. Applicant must have a 3.0 or higher GPA,
enrolled full-time, and have a financial need.
If you are interested in learning more about establishing a scholarship for Iowa Central students or supporting one of the colleges
many programs, contact Mary Ludwig at 515-574-1145 or ludwig@iowacentral.edu. You can also donate online at: https://iowacentral.
augusoft.net/index.cfm?method=Donation.MakeDonation
Learn more about the scholarships we offer by visiting our website at www.iowacentral.edu/financial_aid/foundation_scholarships.asp
Go Tritons!

Mary Ludwig
Executive Director, Development and Alumni Affairs

TRITON
Over 150 area youth joined Coach Montalto,
his coaching staff, and some of our Triton players for
three fun days at Triton Football Youth Camp!

We love getting out and spending time in our
area communities – we represented Triton Nation
in the Hamilton County Fair, Wright County Fair,
and Frontier Days parades!

We couldn’t have asked for a better morning for
the annual Firecracker 5K through the beautiful streets
and trails of Webster City! Triton Cross Country
was honored to again host this year’s event!

The Raminator! A Triton Shoutout to Shimkat Motor
Company and to everyone who came to campus
to support the Fort Museum and the
Iowa Central Foundation – what an amazing crowd!

Under the lights of the Fort Dodge Airport, Triton
band members and alumni joined musicians from our
community to welcome home Brushy Creek Area Honor
Flight #21! What an amazing experience for our Tritons!

We welcomed community members for
international foods, displays, presentations, and more
at the Dr. Mary Sula Linney Festival of Nations!

Exciting action on Iowa Central Field at the 2022 State
Softball Tournament - we’re proud to be partners with the
Iowa Girls High School Athletic Union (IGHSAU) and
Harlan Rogers Sports Complex for this summer tradition!

Great kids doing great things! Student Senate members
volunteered to prepare and serve spaghetti dinner at
the Beacon of Hope Ministries Men’s Shelter.

Our Human Services Club came together to
enjoy pizza and make blankets that were donated
to community members in need!

Honored to be a part of the Hamilton County Board
of Supervisors’ meeting that recognized the county’s
commitment to the Financial Literacy Program.
The program establishes a college savings account for
each kindergarten student in the county!

Ten nights! Ten towns! We wrapped up the Spring 2022
#TritonTour with stops in Manson, Lake City, and Storm
Lake! A special Triton Shoutout to our Admissions,
Advising, and Financial Aid offices for your dedication to
sharing the Triton experience with future Tritons!

The Photography Program was lucky enough to
photograph the Amen family during their spring fundraiser!
A four generations photo and their first full family picture
in nearly 20 years - we’re so glad we could be a part of it!

To unsubscribe from Triton Pride, please email us at price_j@iowacentral.edu or ludwig@iowacentral.edu
It is the policy of Iowa Central Community College not to discriminate in its programs, activities, or employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, sexual orientation, gender
identity, creed, religion, and actual or potential family, parental, or marital status. If you have questions or complaints related to compliance with this policy, please contact Stacy Ihrig, Executive Director
of Human Resources, One Triton Circle, Fort Dodge, Iowa, 50501, Telephone: (515)-574-1138, Email: concerns@iowacentral.edu, or the Director of the Office for Civil Rights U.S. Department of Education,
John C. Kluczynski Federal Building, 230 S. Dearborn Street, 37th Floor, Chicago, IL 60604-7204, Telephone: (312) 730-1560, Facsimile: (312) 730-1576, TDD 800-877-8339 Email: OCR.Chicago@ed.gov

Iowa Central Community College
One Triton Circle
Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501

VISIT OUR
NEW CAREER
PORTAL!

Free Tuition Programs

www.schooljobs.com/careers/iowacentral

